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REFS: (A) CAIRO 1 1957, (B) 76 CAIRO 6801 

1 . EMBASSY HAS NOTED IULY 15 REUTERS DISPATCH ATTRIBUTING 
SPONSORSHIP OF APOSTASY BILL (REF A) DIRECTLY TO PRESIDENT 
SADAT. THIS IS INACCURATE. SADAT HAS HAD NO HAND IN 
PUSHING THIS PIECE OF LEGISLATION AND HAS SAID NOTHING 
PUBLICLY ON IT. 

2. SO FAR AS WE ABLE TO DETERMINE. APOSTASY BILL WAS ONE 
OF SIX DRAFT ITEMS PREPARED BY AL-AZHAR, IN APRIL 1977, 

GEARED TO RETURNING EGYPT TO TRADITIONAL SHARI’A LAW. 

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, SHEIK AL-AZHAR HAS STATED THAT LAWS, 

IF ADOPTED, WOULD APPLY ONLY TO MUSLIMS. OTHER ISLAMIC 
SPOKESMEN, PARTICULARLY THOSE QUOTED IN KHWANI MOUTH- 
PIECE AL-DAWA, MAKE THIS LESS CLEAR. 

3. OTHER BILLS WOULD STENGTHEN BAN ON ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, 
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AND IMPOSE TRADITIONAL PENALTIES FOR THEFT, ADULTERY, ETC. 
AL-AZHAR PROPOSED SIMILAR LEGISLATION LAST YEAR, WHICH 
WAS BLOCKED OR EMASCULATED BY PEOPLES ASSEMBLY UNDER SHREWD 
LEADERSHIP OF SAYYID MART. ONLY BILL PASSED DEALT WITH 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND IT HAS PROVEN ALOMOST WHOLLY 
INEFFECTIVE (REF B). 
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4. THESE DRAFT BILLS MUST BE REVIEWED BY COUNCIL OF STATE, 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, AND CABINET BEFORE GOING TO PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY. APOSTASY BILL IS ONLY ONE TO Cl .EAR COUNCIL OF 
STATE THUS FAR. IT UNLIKELY ANY OF BILLS WILL PASS, AT LEAST IN 
PRESENT FORM. 
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